
Impressum:
Procurement Office of the Federal Ministry of the Interior 
Press and Communication
Brühler Strasse 3, 53119 Bonn, Germany
Phone: +49 (0)22899 610 1210
E-mail: info@bescha.bund.de 
Internet: www.beschaffungsamt.de
Printed on 100% post-consumer recycled paper (Blue Angel certified)

P
ub

lis
he

d:
 M

ar
ch

 2
01

5

It‘s better to share!

The Competence Centre for Sustainable Procurement 
(KNB) works not only with government agencies, but 
also with non-governmental organizations, associations 
and industry representatives. Here are some of our 
partners:

Contact us:

Web: www.nachhaltige-beschaffung.info

E-Mail: nachhaltigkeit@bescha.bund.de

Phone: +49 (0)22899 610-2345 
(Mo.-Thurs., 08.00-16.00 Uhr, 

Fri. 08.00-15.00 Uhr)

Who is participating?

@
Questions?

www.bitkom.org

www.fnr.de

www.bmwi.de

www.stromeffizienz.de

www.landkreistag.de
www.weed-online.org

www.dstgb.de

www.ci-romero.de



The good news: Sustainability has become a key policy 
aim. The bad news: At the moment, it is often difficult 
for public procurement to meet sustainability criteria in 
practice. In many cases, it isn’t yet possible to reconcile 
economic, environmental and social welfare aims, even 
though the government is a major consumer of goods: 
Government procurement accounts for an estimated 
13% of gross domestic product. We need to take advan-
tage of this market influence!

With this in mind, the Competence Centre for Sustaina-
ble Procurement (KNB) was set up at the Procurement 
Office of the Federal Ministry of the Interior. The KNB 
primary task is to inform federal, state and local pro-
curement offices about sustainable public procurement, 
for example by offering expert advice via its telephone 
hotline or e-mail, or by providing tailored in-house 
seminars. 

The KNB experts also serve on numerous committees 
devoted to sustainability issues. For example, the KNB 
is the chair of the Alliance for Sustainable Procurement 
expert group on electric mobility.

The KNB target audience includes everyone at feder-
al, state and local level involved in procurement, from 
planning to decision-making and the actual call for ten-
der. In addition to procurement offices and government 
agencies, the KNB also works with experts from indus-
try, non-governmental organizations and the research 
community. It hopes to bring all these actors together in 
order to develop joint solutions of sustainable procure-
ment.

The idea: There are currently about 30,000 public 
procurement offices in Germany. How can they all be 
connected? Via the Internet! That’s why a web-based 
information platform is at the heart of the KNB.

The plan: To develop the web-based platform in part-
nership with its users, because if each one shares just a 
little, in the end everyone benefits. Procurement of-
ficers can post material here so it will be available to all. 
In this way, the platform is always a practical tool for 
procurement.

What we offer: At www.nachhaltige-beschaffung.info, 
you can find background information, such as relevant 
legislation, guidelines and information about specific 
groups of products. You will also find detailed guides 
and examples of best practices. We are also setting up a 
discussion forum.

Want to share? Great! Procurement officers all over 
Germany would be grateful for your best practice, stan-
dard text from your latest call for tender or your local 
council’s resolution on sustainable public procurement. 
The platform doesn’t provide legal guarantees, but it 
does offer the experience of other procurement specia-
lists. It’s simple:

1) Contact the KNB or the point of contact in your 
federal state. Just click on your state’s symbol – the 
contact information will appear on the right.

2) The point of contact collects, checks and posts the in-
formation you provide on the platform; your name and/
or that of your agency can be anonymized if you prefer.

Do you have a calendar item or news about sustainable 
procurement? That can also help other buyers! Please 
contact the KNB directly using the information on the 
back.

What is the KNB? What and where do we share? How can I share?


